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2026 PEN Heaney Prize submission form


	About the writer/ the collection


	Writer’s name

	

	Title of collection

	

	Publication date of collection

	

	Please share a writer bio (max. 100 words)

	




	About the translator

If the collection has not been translated into English from another language, please leave this section blank.

	Please specify the original language in which the collection was written

	

	Publication date of the original language edition

	

	Translator(s) name(s)

	

	Translator(s) bio(s) (max. 100 words each)

	




	Eligibility and expectations

Please confirm that you understand the eligibility criteria for submissions and the expectations of shortlisted writers by choosing ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for each statement.

	I confirm that the submission is the first edition of the work published in the UK/ Ireland.

	Yes / No

	I confirm that the submission is a complete published collection and not a chapbook, pamphlet or self-published work.
	Yes / No

	If shortlisted, the writer and/ or translator will be asked to produce a short piece of video content speaking to camera for promotional purposes. Please confirm whether the writer and/ or translator will be able to do this.
	Yes / No




	Additional Information 


	Please share a short (max. 200-word) rationale for submitting this title to the PEN Heaney Prize – this is, how it speaks to the Prize’s purpose of recognising poetry of “outstanding literary merit that engages with the impact of cultural or political events on human conditions or relationships”. This rationale will be shared with the judges alongside the manuscript.

	



English PEN does not accept submissions via email and is only able to receive applications via the dedicated form on our website (available here), where you will also be asked to upload a completed version of this form.
This submission window is open to complete collections published between 1 January and 30 June 2026. Entries for this submission window close at 23:59 on Sunday 31 May 2026.

Please review the full eligibility criteria before submitting to the Prize.

If you have any questions regarding the Prize or the submissions process, or you are unable to complete any section of this form or the online form, please get in touch via events@englishpen.org.
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