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Words from the Chair of English PEN

Over the last year, it’s been inspiring to see our community come together in solidarity; 

whether by sending messages of hope to imprisoned writers via our letter-writing 

campaign, PENWrites, joining us on marches and vigils, or simply helping amplify our 

calls to action within your networks. Despite the odds, the release of writers from 

prisons across the world in the past year has been a powerful reminder of why this work 

matters.  

  

Even in difcult times, there is power in moments of joy and celebration. It was wonderful 

to catch up with so many members and supporters at the English PEN Summer Party, 

where we announced Meila Aboulela as the winner of the PEN Pinter Prize �o�G. I was 

delighted to attend the PEN Heaney Prize in Dublin to see Tom Paulin collect the award 

for his latest collection of poetry. Our support for literature in translation goes from 

strength to strength and we were especially proud to launch a new partnership with the 

International Booker Prize, specifcally to support translators from the  lobal Majority. 

 

It has been my privilege to serve as Chair of English PEN. As I step down after fve years, 

I am incredibly proud of all that we have achieved together, in the face of increasingly 

compleH times for the human rights and literary landscape. At a time of deepening 

division in the ��, rising far-right inFuence and increasing challenges to free eHpression, 

the work of English PEN has never felt more urgent. Protecting the cultural and civic 

spaces in which writers and artists can speak freely remains vital.g

I will continue, like so many of you, to support the work of English PEN q defending 

writers, championing free eHpression, and creating space for both courageoul

and joyful celebration of literature.  

My deepest thanks go to my fellow Trustees 

for their dedication, and to the brilliant 

English PEN team led by Daniel  orman. 

And most of all, thank you to the writers, 

readers, supporters, activists who 

inspire this work every day.   

 

Ruth Borthwick 

Chair of English PEN  

Ruth Borthwic�

© Ian Macaulay
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Leila Aboulela © George Torode

Fraoed photo of  tella Gaitano © Doha Mohaooed
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Writer of Courage

Each year, the PEN Pinter Prize winner selects a Writer of Courage with whoo to share their 

award – an author who is active in the defence of freedoo of expression, often at great risk to 

their own safety and liberty.
 


 

Leila Aboulela shared the prize with ��������������, a writer who has faced harassoent and 

attacks for her outspoken criticiso of the  outh  udanese governoent. Gaitano has 

published two short story collections and the novels Edo’s Souls and Ireme. Her frst novel, 

Edo’s Souls, translated froo the Arabic by  awad Hussain and published by Dedalus Books, 

was awarded a PEN Translates grant in 2020, becooing the frst novel froo  outh  udan 

ever to be published in the UK.

Stella is a principled writer and a fearless activist, who has endured hate 

speech and physical threats. Reading her work has opened my eyes to the 

injustices and consequences of war in Sudan. She is a wonderful, enriching 

writer who has already broken new ground in African literature.

– Leila Aboulela

The PEN Pinter Prize is supported by the generosity of Faber and Ruth Allison. 
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Outstandinn literature and 

extraordinary courane 

Established in 2009 in memory of Nobel Laureate playwright Harold Pinter, the annual PEN 

Pinter Prize celebrates outstanding literary merit and courage, recognising the powerful 

intersection between art and human rights. 

 

The 2025 Prize, judged by Chair of English PEN, Ruth Borthwick, poet and author Mona 

Arshi, and novelist Nadifa Mohamed, was awarded to author Leila Aboulela. 

 

Aboulela grew up in Khartoum and has been living in Aberdeen since 1990. She is the author 

of six novels, including River Spirit, The Translator, Minaret and Lyrics Alley, Fiction  inner of 

the Scottish Book Awards. She was the frst winner of the Caine Prize for African  riting, 

and her  collection of short stories Elsewhere, Home won the Saltire Fiction Book of the Year 

Award. Her books have been translated into ffteen languages, and she has written 

numerous plays for BBC radio. 

Leila Aboulela was announced as the winner at the 

English PEN ]embers’ Summer Party on 9 ?uly 2025. 

The evening, which revived the tradition of the 

yearly English PEN summer gathering, was 

a reminder of the power of community 

and solidarity, bringing together 

members,  supporters, and book 

lovers. Following the 

announcement, actors >halid)

Abdalla and Amira Ghazalla 

read from Aboulela’s work. 

In a  orld seeminnly 

on fre,  .... her  ritinn 

is a balm, a shelter, 

and an inspiration.

– The PEN Pinter Prize 

judges on Leila Aboulela
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Ales Bialiatski © Viasna Human Rights Centre

While this year’s pieces are often – as a result of the global rise of authoritarianism and an 

increasingly dire landscape for human rights and free expression – sites of testimony, pain, 

and solemnity, they are also vital sites of hope, resistance, and power. In May, we published 

‘Postcards’, a short piece by Ales Bialiatski, the Belarusian writer and human rights defender 

and winner of the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize, shared with us from prison,  translated by 

Valzhyna Mort. Ales writes about the letters of solidarity he has received while incarcerated.
 


 

In December 2025, after years of unwavering advocacy from our colleagues at PEN Belarus 

and the wider human rights community, Ales was Knally released from prison. 

The world has countless problems: war, oppression, violence, cruelty, and 

hatred. There are entire countries and regions where a human life is worth 

the price of a bullet from a Kalashnikov. Be it in such a harmless way, with 

a postcard or a letter, something incites people to send me moral support. 

[…] 

It seems to me that there is an invisible connection between me and those 

who write to me without expecting a reply.

– Ales Bialiatski, translated by Valzhyna Mort 
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Highlights from our magazine, 

PEN Transmissions  

PEN Transmissions is a space where English PEN’s work on human rights, linguistic rights, 

freedom, power, and justice come together with our core mission of celebrating writing and 

writers. 

 

This year saw the continuation of our focus on Gen Z writers – now an embedded part of our 

commissioning. The PEN movement, at its core, is about writers coming together; PEN 

Transmissions is a space where new voices and established ogures sit side-by-side on a 

virtual stage. In the autumn, we came together with our sibling centre, PEN Canada, to publish 

a series of new commissions by writers recognised through their New Voices Award. 

 

While some of our most-read pieces emerge from major public events or writers with 

signiocant proole, there are pieces we commissioned this year whose writers were unable to 

promote – or even speak about – their work. One such piece was ‘Banana Scrambled 

Pancakes with Whole Milk on the Side on 13 June’, an essay by Sana – a pseudonym – written 

from Iran during Israeli bombardment.~

Clockwise from top-left: 

Christine Wu © Indigo Clarke 

Media; Em Dial © Mengwen 

Cao; �ajera �haja © Soko 

Negash; Deepa Rajagopalan 

© Ema Suvajac
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Also stortlisted for tte PEN Heaney Prize 2025 were: 

Mirror Nation by Don Mee Caoi (And Otter Stories)  

No One Will Know You Tomorrow by Najwan Darwisa, translated by Kareem James 

Abu-Zeid (Yale University Press)  

Something About Living by Lena Kaalaf Tufaaa (ttee87ress)   

The Banquet by Stav Poleg (Carcanet Poetry)  

Wellwater by Karen Solie (Picador)  

 o motugselogI  sfueo to tsojuegsndottetuIseo eeoese gt seo tobso w Ieseo

 tsoPE oHs esloPI zsowt itope isnonti  eoseg gsmse o  o  noitIs.o  o ento

smbte sno oiItnn-iue uI eo ee  eis.oTtsoPI zso nop I  iue Ielonpsi  eo tomso

bsi unsotfo  no nnti    teow  toSs munoHs esl.oH noptsmnotfonube mso

bs u lot vsobItugt o oesp totfoiteisIeo eeo eouef e sI egelotum eso

psInpsi  vso to tsoitef i o eo tI tsIeo Ise eedo eeo eeseo mmsenselo to

 tso m g e   vsows e totfo Ise eeo eeo tsowtIeeobsltee:

– Tom Paulin 

Tom Paulin © Conor Ó Mearáin
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Reaching new audiences through 

our events and prizes

22 events

reaching over 2000 people

featuring 80 speakers

with 20 partners

PEN Heaney Prize

Established in 2024l the PEN Heaney Prize recognises a single-author collection of poetry of 

outstanding literary merit that engages  ith the impact of cultural or political events on human 

conditions or relationships.  

In December 2025l English PENl together  ith Irish PEN/PEN na hÉireann and the Estate of 

Seamus Heaneyl announced Tom Paulin’s Namanlagh (Faber)l Paulin’s frst collection in over 

a decadel as the  inner of the PEN Heaney Prize 2025 at a ceremony at the National Library 

of Irelandl Dublin. 

The PEN Heaney Prize 2025  as  udged by poets SeiCesDKgdeanl 

Snáas nwrttl and Zefehs Kareal  ith  Chris neane  oining them ass

non-voting Chair and representing the Estate of Seamus Heaney. 

The PEN Heaney Prize is supported by Ha thornden Foundations

and the Estate of Seamus Heaney. 
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Spotlight on Sudan

Sudan is currently experiencing what NGOs and IGOs have called “the worst humanitarian 

crisis in the world”, amid ongoing confict beset by widely recognised atrocities and war 

crimesl But the severity of this reality has not been refected by the limited political 

engagement of international governments, coverage in mainstream Anglophone media, and 

representation of Sudanese voices in UK public discoursel. 

Against this backdrop, and emerging from an event in the English PEN Salon at London Book 

Fair 2025, English PEN curated two public panel discussions last summer, platforming 

Sudanese voices and exploring these issuesl. 

A panel of political, media, human rights, and literary voices gathered at the Conduit in Luly to 

discuss free expression in the UK in relation to the war in Sudan, and the action that can be 

taken by media workers, politicians, and the publicl. 

We were joined by Newsday presenter, author, and former BBC Sudan Correspondent

James Copnall, global health and humanitarian consultant Dr Eva Khair, and senior research 

fellow with the Africa Programme at Chatham House Ahmed Soliman, in conversation with 

writer, broadcaster, and award-winning social advocate Yassmin Abdel-Magiedl..
 


 

The following month, we held an evening of readings and discussion with Sudanese authors 

and translators from across the diaspora, in partnership with City of Sanctuary Shefeldl.. 

Father-daughter translators Adil �abi�ir and Ma�ada �brahim, poet Salma Ali, writer and 

poet Al-Saddiq Al-Raddi joined Yassmin Abdel-Magied to explore the traditions, diversity, 

and infuences of Sudanese literature, discussing the importance of promoting and celebrating 

Sudanese literary and intellectual culture, and the role of literature in times of confictl 

With thanks to the Conduit and City of Sanctuary Shefeld for providing the space for}

these important conversationsl..

L–R: Sudan, Power, and Free Expression 

© Eleanor Antoniou; An Evening of 

Sudanese Literature © ?oe Sadler
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PEN Lecture

The 2025 PEN Lecture was delivered by award-winning novelist Kamila Shamsie in 

Newcastle, now established as the home of our annual lecture, in partnership with New 

Writing North and the Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts. 

English PEN’s annual PEN Lecture invites a leading writer to refect on the current state 

of free expression, and to explore the resonance – or dissonance – of the words of the 

PEN Charter, the guiding principles of the PEN movement, with our current reality.  

Shamsie’s lecture, ‘Respectable 

Writers and Useful Scenery’ is 

available to read in PEN 

Transmissions.  

L–R: Kamila Shamsie delivering the

PEN Lecture © Will Forrester; 

Kamila Shamsie in conversation with 

Preti Taneµa © Will Forrester
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There is nothing more PEN than regarding the PEN Charter itself as a 

text that is subject to questioning rather than an immovable set of 

guidelines. It feels essential to re-examine the Charter’s claim that art 

‘should be left untouched by national or political passion’, not merely 

for the sake of argument but to interrogate the role of writers, and of 

free expression organisations, in ���q�

– Kamila Shamsie  
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Campaigning for change

English PEN has continued to campaign for the right to freedom of expression in a variety of 

ways throughout 2025–26.  

In December 2025, English PEN, PEN Georgia, and PEN International welcomed the European 

Court of Human Rights’ judgment in the case of Tsaava and Others v. Georgia. The judgment 

followed our third-party intervention regarding the excessive use of force by police in Georgia 

during the dispersal of a demonstration in front of the Parliament building in Tbilisi in 2019 and 

the contention that no efective criminal investigation was carried out. This landmarr judgment is 

signifcant for its articulation of State obligations concerning the policing of protests and the 

protection of journalists and set an important precedent regarding the dispersal of 

demonstrations using rubber bullets. 

English PEN has also continued to engage with rey coalitions and campaigns here in the UK. 

These include Art Not Evidence, a group of musicians, lawyers, academics, activists, and NGOs 

campaigning to limit the admissibility of creative expression as evidence in the criminal courts. 

We are also a member of the UK anti-SLAPP coalition, advocating for standalone legislation to 

protect everyone’s right to spear out. Strategic litigation against public participation sti]es 

freedom of expression and particularly inhibits investigative journalism, but has also impacted 

sexual assault survivors, medical service users, and even those who write reviews on public 

forums.

We were also 

proud to join the 

Together 

Alliance in 

March 2026, 

promoting hope, 

unity, and 

solidarity across 

communities, 

alongside many 

friends, artists, 

and partner 

organisations.  

The English PEN team and friends at the 

Together Alliance march 0 English PEN
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Connecting with sibling PEN centres at 

the 91st Congress

Gathering as a global PEN community at the 91st Congress was a iital 

opportunity to refect, share strategies, and renew our collectiie 

commitment to defending the right to write, to read, and to speak freely. 

The resolutions adopted address some of the most pressing issues of our 

time. They are a testament to the power of literature and human rights to 

confront and transform the world around us.

–EDdCgtaEGenmdC,EDgntreenEefE Ccagr Et Ps

©EKdednzlCdEKukgtakdEKBF

ICEStpetmbtnE2025,Et PEICetnCdegeCdaEreCraustsEgerE91reENeCcntrrEgCEKndkón,EteadCsE–E eretsE

gCEpdneCtnr gpEnge Eteagr Et PeET tE91reENeCcntrrEndrEmdnktsEblEmdjenEstrgrgeCrEdCsE

dCCeuCrtmtCerEfenEe tEt PEmevtmtCe,EgCrausgCcEe tEdppegCemtCeEef Olga Tokarczuk,EPebtaE

tngzt-ngCCgCcEteagr Edue en,EdrEVgrtEtntrgstCeEefEt PEICetnCdegeCdae 

AeEgerEArrtmbalEefEDtatcdetr,Et PEICetnCdegeCdaEdsepetsEfeunEunctCeEntreauegeCreET trtE dvt: 

rdaatsEeCEnngetnrEeeEstftCsE umdCEngc erEdCsEfnttEtxpntrrgeCEdmgsEndmpdCeEdue engedngdCgrmE

dCsEcaebdaEreC{gre;s 

unctsEnngetnrEdCsEcevtnCmtCerEeeEdssntrrEe tEragmdetErngrgrEdrEe tE umdCEngc erEgrrutEefEeunE

egmt;s 

dfnmtsEe tEpneetregeCEefEendCrEdCsEctCstn-sgvtnrtEptepatQrEngc eEeeEfnttEtxpntrrgeCEdCsE

gCraurgeC;s 

dCsEstftCstsEfnttEtxpntrrgeCEgCEe tEOCgetsESedetre 

ICEdssgegeC,EstatcdetrEdppnevtsEdEMdCgftreeEeCEe tEtneetregeCEefENagmdet,ErgcCtsEblEdndns-

ngCCgCcEnngetnrEgCrausgCcEBurhan Sonmez,EJennifer Clement,EdCsEOlga Tokarczuk,EdmeCcE

ee tnreET tEmdCgftreeEuCstnrrentsEe tEunctCrlEefEe tEragmdetEtmtnctCrlEdCsEgerEgCtxengrdbatE

agCkEeeEfnttsemEefEtxpntrrgeCEdCsE umdCEngc ere 

Oe tnEktlEmemtCerEgCraustsEe tEnt-tatregeCEefEArne SvingenEdrEICetnCdegeCdaEStrntednl,EdCsE

e tEtatregeCEefE�a�� Juliu� �lf drEBednsEMtmbtneEt PESpdgC,Et PEKdCcudctrEefEPurrgd,EKenE

GtnmdCEdCsEFngrgdCEt P,EdCsEt PESlngdEntntEefrgdaalEntrecCgrtsEdrEe tECtntreEt PENtCentres
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Siaeeyettiviagyhete,yI’veyof eay horgh yebor y honey

 hoyeemeybefotey–yebor y heyuiveny helyuef yotyfedsy

Oaey hiagyinyeet eia:yeuuyofy hem,yiaynomey el,y horgh y

ofyhomey– heyoaeylorydoa’ yehoone,yle yinylortnyeuoaesy

Iyfeeuye yhomeyiay hinybeer ifru,ypeeeefruypueee,y i hy hey

petk’nygteeayftemedybly hey iado nyeady heykiadaenny

ofy honeybeuo syI,y oo,y hiakyofyhome:yofy heybe  uey ey

eteyia,yeady heyraeet eia lyi ybtiagnsyIyemydeepuly

gte efruy oy heyotgeaine ioanyeadypeopuey hoyhevey

 eueomedyme,ygiviagymey heyeheaeey oyneeyhomeyftomy

efet:ye ypeeee,ymoteyde eehed,yeueetetyiaymiad,yeady oy

tefee yoay he yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy trulymeeans.“home”

– Khatuna Tskhadadze
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Refee tanyoay he yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy trulymeean   ‘home’

We were delighted to host our colleague Khatuna Tskhadadze – Georgian literary 

translator, scholar, and President of PEN Georgia – for a residency in London last summer.  

Tskhadadze’s acclaimed translations include The Complete Cosmicomics, If on a Winter’s 

Night a Traveler, and The Path to the Nest of Spiders by Italo Calvino; The Name of the Rose, 

Foucault’s Pendulum, and The Prague Cemetery by Umberto Eco; Ragazzi di Vita by Pier 

Paolo Pasolini; and Pereira Declares by Antonio Tabucchi.  

  

She has also brought into Georgian the works of Luigi Pirandello, Cesare Pavese, Melania 

Mazzucco, Elena Ferrante, Maggie Nelson, and many other authors. Working from both 

Italian and English, she has received multiple literary honours, including the SABA Literary 

Award (2015, 2017), the GALA Award (2011), and the Machabeli Prize for Translation (2023). 

During her stay, Tskhadadze took full advantage 

of her time here – going to concerts, museums, 

and the theatre, and networking meetings. 

She also travelled to Edinburgh, where 

she attended events at the Edinburgh 

International Book Festival and to 

Brighton and Hove to meet with 

colleagues from PEN 

International.  

Khatuna Tskhadadze’s 

refections were a 

powerful reminder of the 

value of respite and the 

meaning of home.  

Our residency 

programme is 

generously supported 

by Hawthornden 

Foundation and is 

delivered in partnership 

with Goethe-Institut 

London. 

Khatuna Tskhadadze 

© Eleanor Antoniou
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Our most popular editions of the PEN Translates 

Bookshelf this year were ‘Six books in translation 

from East Asia’ in February 2026, and ‘Six new 

releases in translation’ in Carch 2026. The 

February edition was our most saved post on 

Instagram, meaning that close to 

bookmarked the list of book recommendations 

to come back to later. 

300 people 

Filming at veranda Bookshop 

© Samantha Ho
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Championing international writing 

and its translators 

 his year, through our translation programme, we supported                               from publishers 

across the  U with PEN  ranslates grants, awarded translation grants to 

and to approximately                                                                              , and supported                                            to 

create samples. 

In September,                                                 joined us for our annual International  ranslation Day 

programme, a two-part conversation exploring pressing questions for the craft, business, 

and ethics of translation. 

 

We have continued to expand the reach of the PEN  ranslates Boooshelf, our monthly 

campaign showcasing a selection of our PEN  ranslates award-winning titles to promote 

international literature and help diversify reading lists. 

 

Our collaboration with the Feminist Book Club brought in new readers, with members 

from fve of their booo club groups across the  U reviewing PEN  ranslates titles selected 

from our shelves. Ñ

100 translators

40 translators and authors

32 books

3  translators

25 languages 

For a new social media video series, the 

English PEN team visited 

                                   across London and showcased 

over                                                                           ‘in the wild’, 

distinguishable by the ‘English PEN award 

winner’ roundels on their front covers. 

Across our social media platforms, the three 

videos achieved                                            .Ñ

bookshops 

50 PEN Translates books

over 15k views

12 independent 

1 

 � Instagram �englishpen�
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With thanks to all the writers and artists 

who took part in our programme over the 

last year.

Khalid Abdalla Yassmin Abdel-Magied Leila Aboulela 

Sami Abu Wardeh Ade Adedeji Jordan Aitcheson-

Labarr Salma Ali Rachael Allen Al-Saddiq Al-Raddi 

Anna Aslanyan Bolu Babalola Adil Babikir Solvej Balle 

Nurcan Baysal  Lucy Beresford-Knox Kavita Bhanot 

Ales Bialiatski Magdalena Blažević Hannah Branston 

Elizabeth Briggs Selina Brown Margaret Busby Jen 

Calleja Louis Coifaitt-unn �ames ;o_nall Raphael 

Cormack Juno Dawson Em Dial Nazım Dikbas Zoey 

Dixon Josie Dobrin Will Eaves Zaina Erhaim �it Fan 

Awet Fissehaye Katie Fraser Stella Gaitano Meera 

Ghanshamdas Amira Ghazalla Ian Giles �ary �lenn 

Rana Haddad NeluÀar çedayat Alison wi�ks Mayada 

Ibrahim Hamid Ismailov Hazem Jamjoum Louisa 

Joyner Madhu Kaza Eva Khair Hajera Khaja Hanna 

Komar Laurence LaluyauÈ Fran Lock Sabrina Mahfouz 

Bushra al-Maqtari So Mayer Aamna Mohdin Valzhyna 

Mort Fiona O’Brien Joelle ¿wusu Gulwali Passarlay 

Tom Paulin Arabella Pike Rachel Quin Deepa 

Rajagopalan Vaddey Ratner 
adim Sade	 Kamran 

Sajid �ana Kamila Shamsie Nikesh Shukla Taha 

Siddiqui Ahmed �oliman Mi�helle �teinbe�k Kasia 

Sz!Qans�a Preti Taneja Jack âhompson Christine Wu 

Nariman ¼ousseÀ wongyu Jasmine ehu
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Thank you to all our members, supporters, 

and partners who make our work possible. 

Core Funders  

Arts Council England  

Hawthornden Foundation  

T.S. Eliot Foundation  

 

Silver PEN Partners  

Amaoon UK  

Bloomsbury Publishing  

Canongate 

David Higham Associates 

Pan Macmillan  

Penguin ?andom House UK  

Push>in Press 

Simon & Schuster UK 

United Agents  

PEN Patrons 

Adrian Arenw

Alan <eibowito & Barbara �eisD

Deborah Moggach 

Francesca Simon 

Sigrid ?ausing`

Steven MurNhy 

Sir Tom StoNNard `

And those who wish to remain anonymous. 

Pro�ert Partners : Supporters 

AEA Consulting  

A @illion A�ts o� LoM9  

Authors’ Licensing and Collecting Society  

Booker Prize Foundation  

British Council  

British Library   

Chapter by Tanya Burr  

City of .anctuary .he@eld 

David McClure Trust Fund   

Faber

Fondation Jan Michalski 

Goethe-Institut London 

Irish PEN/PEN na hÉireann 

Keats House 

Kin��s Colle�e London 

London Book Fair  

London Library  

Mosaic Rooms 

National Library of Ireland 

Network for Social Change Charitable Trust  

Ne�castle �ni¢ersity  

New Writing North  

Norman Trust 

PEN Canada 

PEN International 

Society of Authors  

South²�n� (entre  

The Conduit 

The Estate of Seamus Heaney   

The ¬est Lodge Proqect 

To�ether �lliance 

University of Chicago (SALT)   

University of Exeter 

If you wouln like to ann youo voice to ouo cause, we’n love to heao foo  you.  

Please get in touch with Chaolotte Aston, Hean of Develop ent at charlotte@englishpen.org to fnn out  ooe 

about how you can help.   
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Governance and 

management

English PEN is a company limited by guarantee number 5747142 

(England & Wales) and a registered charity, number 1125610. 

Trustees 

Ruth Borthwick (Chair)  

Aki Schilz (Vice Chair)  

Lucy Beresford-Knox 

Milena Büyüm 

Hannah Chukwu

Anthony De<ine 

Georgina Godwin  

Lucy HannaM

Ted Hodgkinson  

Claire Malcolm

Dina Nayeri 

Nicky Parker  

Preti Taneja

Can 5e4insu

Director  

Daniel Gorman  

ꀀ� 

Honorary President  

Margaret Busby 

Honorary Vice Presidents 

Claire Armitstead 

Lady Rachel Billington �BE 

William Boyd CBE 

Dame!Margaret Dra��le DBE 

Lady Antonia Ëraser CH DBE 

Maureen Ëreely  

Rick Gekoski 

Victoria Glendinning CBE 

Daniel Hahn �BE 

Sir Michael Holroyd CBE 

Sir Ben �kri �BE 

PhiliÌÌe Sands KC 

Claire Tomalin 
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Clockwise from top-left: The PEN Heaney Prize 2025 © Conor Ó Mearáin; Leila Aboulela © George Torode; The English PEN team flming at 

London Review Bookshop © Samantha Ho; Margaret Busby, Honorary President of English PEN © George Torode
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At English PEN, you know that 

writing is always dangerous 

business somewhere. That’s 

why you e�ist) to champion the 

pen over the gun and the prison 

cell.

– Naomi Klein

English PEN 

24 Bedford Row 

London 

WC1R 4EH  

 

0207 250 8382 

enquiries@englishpen.org 

www.englishpen.org 

        @englishpen_

        @englishpen.=s98.so7iah

English PEN is a �K regis�ered 7hari�8 �1125�10�.


